
QUICK REFERENCE
V&T LAW FOR PEDESTRIAN ENFORCEMENT

§ 110. Crosswalk. (a) That part of a roadway at an intersection included 
within the connections of the lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite 
sides of the highway between the curbs or, in the absence of curbs, 
between the edges of the traversable roadway.

(b) Any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly 
indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the 
surface.

§ 130. Pedestrian. Any person afoot or in a wheelchair.

§1112. Pedestrian-control signal indications. Whenever pedestrians 
are controlled by pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the words “WALK” 
or “DON’T WALK”, or exhibiting symbols of a walking person or upraised 
hand, such signals shall indicate and apply to pedestrians as follows:

(a) Steady WALK or walking person. Pedestrians facing such signal may 
proceed across the roadway in the direction of the signal and shall be 
given the right of way by other traffic.

(b) Flashing DON’T WALK or upraised hand. No pedestrian shall start to 
cross the roadway in the direction of such signal, but any pedestrians 
who have partially completed their crossing on the WALK or walking 
person signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the 
flashing DON’T WALK or upraised hand signal is showing.

(c) Steady DON’T WALK or upraised hand. No pedestrians shall start to 
cross the roadway in the direction of such signal, but any pedestrians 
who have partially completed their crossing on the WALK or flashing 
DON’T WALK signal shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the 
steady DON’T WALK signal is showing.

§ 1142. Vehicle entering stop or yield intersection. (a) Except 
when directed to proceed by a police officer, every driver of a vehicle 
approaching a stop sign shall stop as required by section eleven hundred 
seventy-two and after having stopped shall yield the right of way to any 
vehicle which has entered the intersection from another highway or which 
is approaching so closely on said highway as to constitute an immediate 
hazard during the time when such driver is moving across or within the 
intersection.

(b) The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall in obedience 
to such sign slow down to a speed reasonable for existing conditions, or 
shall stop if necessary as provided in section eleven hundred seventy-
two, and shall yield the right of way to any pedestrian legally crossing 
the roadway on which he is driving, and to any vehicle in the intersection 
or approaching on another highway so closely as to constitute an 
immediate hazard during the time such driver is moving across or within 
the intersection. Provided, however, that if such driver is involved in a 
collision with a pedestrian in a crosswalk or a vehicle in the intersection 
after driving past a yield sign without stopping, such collision shall be 
deemed prima facie evidence of his failure to yield the right of way.

§ 1146. Drivers to exercise due care. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions 
of any other law to the contrary, every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due 
care to avoid colliding with any bicyclist, pedestrian or domestic animal 
upon any roadway and shall give warning by sounding the horn when 
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necessary. For the purposes of this section, the term “domestic animal” 
shall mean domesticated sheep, cattle, and goats which are under the 
supervision and control of a pedestrian. (refer to subdivisions (b), (c), (d), 
(e) of  Section 1146 for specific violations)

§ 1150. Pedestrians subject to traffic regulations. Pedestrians shall be 
subject to traffic-control signals as provided in section eleven hundred 
eleven of this title, but at all other places pedestrians shall be accorded 
the privileges and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in this article.

§ 1151. Pedestrians’ right of way in crosswalks. (a) When traffic-control 
signals are not in place or not in operation the driver of a vehicle shall 
yield the right of way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to 
a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk on the roadway 
upon which the vehicle is traveling except that any pedestrian crossing 
a roadway at a point where a pedestrian tunnel or overpass has been 
provided shall yield the right of way to all vehicles.

(b) No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety 
and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is 
impractical for the driver to yield.

(c) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at any 
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross 
the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear 
shall not overtake and pass such stopped vehicle.

§ 1151-a. Pedestrians’ right of way on sidewalks. The driver of a vehicle 
emerging from or entering an alleyway, building, private road or driveway 
shall yield the right of way to any pedestrian approaching on any sidewalk 
extending across such alleyway, building entrance, road or driveway.

§ 1152. Crossing at other than crosswalks. (a) Every pedestrian crossing 
a roadway at any point other than within a marked crosswalk or within an 
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall yield the right of way to all 
vehicles upon the roadway.

 (b) Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedestrian 
tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided shall yield the 
right of way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

 (c) No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection diagonally unless 
authorized by official traffic-control devices; and, when authorized to 
cross diagonally, pedestrians shall cross only in accordance with the 
official traffic-control devices pertaining to such crossing movements.

§ 1156. Pedestrians on roadways. (a) Where sidewalks are provided and 
they may be used with safety it shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to 
walk along and upon an adjacent roadway.

 (b) Where sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian walking along 
and upon a highway shall when practicable walk only on the left side 
of the roadway or its shoulder facing traffic which may approach from 
the opposite direction. Upon the approach of any vehicle from the 
opposite direction, such pedestrian shall move as far to the left as is 
practicable.
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